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new arbitration, but no agreement could be reached
as to who should arbitrate or what questions
should be submitted to the arbitrators, and the
temporary arrangements for the possession of the
territory in dispute were unsatisfactory and pre-
carious. Much more exciting and perilous than,
this old difficulty was a new one and its conse-
quences growing out of the Canadian rebellion in
1837. Certain of the rebels fled to the United
States, and there, in conjunction with American
citizens, prepared to make incursions into Can-
ada. For this purpose they fitted out an Amer-
ican steamboat, the Caroline. An expedition
from Canada crossed the Niagara River to the
American shore, set fire to the Caroline, and
let her drift over the Falls. In the fray which
occurred, an American named Durfree was killed.
The British government avowed this* invasion to
be a public act and a necessary measure of self-
defence ; but it was a question when Mr. Van
Buren went out of office whether this avowal had
been made in an authentic manner. There was
another incident, however, also growing out of
this affair, even more irritating and threatening
than the invasion itself. In November, 1840, one
Alexander McLeod came from Canada to New
York, where he boasted that he was the slayer of
Durfree, and thereupon was at once arrested on a
charge of murder and thrown into prison. This
aroused great anger in England, and the convio